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VIRGO PRUDENTISSIMA
Once we wrote: today Mary is exalted and magnified as the ‘Most Prudent Virgin’. She is most prudent because never, in her words, works, actions or relationships, did evil arise through Her Person, not even the slightest, the smallest. In Her, everything has worked toward the greatest good, always. Why has the life of the Virgin Mary always borne the most beautiful fruits of good—indeed, of the highest good—while in us only evil often comes forth? Why is She Mother and Most Holy Virgin, while we remain perpetual sinners, or at best settle for a minimalist form of Christian life—one aimed merely at avoiding the most heinous crimes that disturb the collective conscience—while abandoning ourselves to all those sins that have now become the style, the form, and the daily substance of our social life? This entire spiritual disaster can be traced back to an error that we now commit without even being aware of it. And this is our error: we separate the gift of the Holy Spirit from the Holy Spirit who must always produce that gift in us. We believe we possess the gift of God’s Spirit, yet we do not live in the Spirit of God. By now, almost all of us behave as though the Holy Spirit were a shopkeeper. We go to his shop, take what we need, pay the price simply by having gone there, and then leave. The Holy Spirit remains in his shop to serve another customer, while we go on living our lives convinced that everything is in order—because we have the gifts of the Holy Spirit and, with them, believe we can do whatever good we choose.
Nothing could be more wrong. This conviction, which has now become common Christian practice, is the death of our life of faith. There can never be a separation between the gift and the Holy Spirit, because it is He who must always bring it forth—ever living, ever present, ever in the today of our life. It is always He who must vivify it, make it effective, strong, irresistible, victorious. If the Spirit of the Lord is not within us, we are without His gifts and our spiritual life is a true failure. It is the Holy Spirit who gives Himself to us like a tree from which every fruit of prudence blossoms and ripens. What, then, is prudence, and why is the Virgin Mary Most Prudent? Supreme prudence is the virtue of the Mother of God because her every action, thought, will, desire, feeling, movement of the heart and of the spirit were always under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It was always He who moved the heart and mind of our Mother. It was always He who acted through Her. Mary is the perfect instrument through whom the Father of Heaven accomplishes the wonders of His love for His children. The Holy Spirit is a gift in Mary, but also her daily conquest. She grew in the Holy Spirit through her unceasing prayer and because her journey in holiness was uninterrupted. We neglect our growth in wisdom and grace; we forget to pray; we relax in our journey of faith, hope, and charity. Acting in this way, we cannot hope to be governed by prudence. 
Solomon realized that he could not live without wisdom. He knew that it was a gift from God. The Church prays to the Lord with heartfelt supplication: “Therefore I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. I preferred her to scepter and throne, And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken any priceless gem to her; Because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. Beyond health and comeliness I loved her, And I chose to have her rather than the light, because the splendor of her never yields to sleep. Yet all good things together came to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands; And I rejoiced in them all, because Wisdom is their leader, though I had not known that she is the mother of these. Simply I learned about her, and ungrudgingly do I share - her riches I do not hide away; For to men she is an unfailing treasure; those who gain this treasure win the friendship of God, to whom the gifts they have from discipline commend them. Now God grant I speak suitably and value these endowments at their worth: For he is the guide of Wisdom and the director of the wise. For both we and our words are in his hand, as well as all prudence and knowledge of crafts.” (Wis 7,7-16).  Prayer alone, however, is not enough. Obedience to every prompting of the Holy Spirit of God is required. Mary is the Most Prudent Virgin because she is the Most Obedient Virgin. Without obedience there is no prudence, because prudence is constant listening and perennial obedience to our God and Lord.
Today we add: Virgin Most Prudent, You always thought in the Holy Spirit, You always spoke in the Holy Spirit, You always acted in the Holy Spirit, You always obeyed in the Holy Spirit. This is your great prudence: surrendering Yourself to the Spirit of the Lord. Today, as You turn your gaze upon us, You see that we are without the Word, without the Holy Spirit, without Christ Jesus and without the Father; we are also without You. We speak without any truth, we think with the thoughts of the world, we chase our own ideas and the instincts of sin. Cain killed his brother Abel. We are killing our Brother, Christ Jesus. We are killing the Father, God. We are killing the Holy Spirit. We are killing you, our heavenly Mother; we are killing every human being, because we are delivering them into the arms of Satan. We are most imprudent. We lack understanding, and therefore we think like fools and the senseless, and like fools and the senseless we also act. You who from heaven have seen and see the death of the Gospel of Christ and the triumph of Satan’s anti-gospel, come to our aid and help us bring the Gospel back into our hearts and into the heart of every other human being. Make us most prudent, as You are most prudent. Deliver us from the countless acts of imprudence that kill our life. The height of imprudence is to hand ourselves over into the arms of Satan and become children of the devil.                                                                                      18 January 2026
